November 25,2024

My name is Juan Mancias and | am the Tribal Chair for the Carrizo/Comecrudo Tribe of Texas.
Our name in our language is Esto’k Gna. We have been the people of Texas or Somi Se’k since
pre-invasion in the early 1500’s. We consider our language to be sacred as it is used to
communicate with others and bring balance in our surroundings. Being coerced for 500 years
to forget our language has been a large part of Tribal Genocide by Eurocentric colonialism.
Spanish was our first oppressive language and then English.

The reason | make this statement is to indicate how both languages were used to brainwash our
ancestors and it became such a large crime to take anyone’s language from them. Most of all
for anyone raised speaking their own language it is difficult to understand. So many times
repetitive use of a certain language is an erasure of another. Let me point out a few of the
words in your statement. Like the word “solution”, it repeatedly aggravates the correct and
proper decisions and is skewed to only see a solution that is not produced. Thus, speculating it
into a False Solution. In the case of your “Zero Reduction”, the word becomes a truism instead
of a correct and proper action. Significantly leaving an open gap for defining and decision
making.

False solutions and false marketing should be treated with some special care due to the toxicity
of plastics to the world population. This treaty should hold petrochemical corporations
accountable for subliminal suggestive marketing, false advertising, and perpetuating false
solutions that continue to create victimization in sacrifice zones.

To say conquest merits these decisions is unacceptable and only perpetuates the erasure of
Indigenous people. If a group of people wholeheartedly choose to assimilate it should be their
decision not one that is enforced upon them through coercion. It is the same for acculturation.
If a group of folks choose to acculturate during conquest by a non- cultured society it is not
acculturation, it is simply generic. Language needs to be specific and not mean fifteen different
things. So please, be accurate with your definition and not generically try to manufacture
corporate meanings that only serve to promote tribal erasure.



