Closing Women's working group on ending plastic pollution

Thank you Honorable Chair

We the women's working group on ending plastic pollution are deeply concerned about the
lack of a gender perspective in this process so far. It is alarming that gender equality and
women’s rights are not included, and equally concerning is the insufficient understanding of
key stakeholders within the treaty, as well as the alarming gap in addressing human rights.
This is particularly evident when it comes to the health impacts of plastic pollution, which is a
crisis that disproportionately affects women and girls.

The toxic chemicals in plastics, including endocrine disruptors, are scientifically proven to be
linked to a range of severe health issues, such as cancer, infertility, thyroid problems,
miscarriage, and developmental issues in future generations. These harmful substances
have been found in the placenta and newborns, underscoring the direct threat to
reproductive health.

We are calling for a legally binding treaty that not only reduces plastic production but also
bans the most dangerous chemicals. It is crucial that the treaty prioritizes human health,
particularly the health of Indigenous People women, children and youth, including their
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights as already agreed in the Sustainable
Development Goals, by enforcing transparency throughout the full plastic lifecycle and
promoting safety and environmental sustainability, in product design.

Moreover, the voices of women, youth, and Indigenous Peoples, and waste pickers must be
included in the decision-making process. We cannot move forward without the meaningful
participation of civil society organizations. Unfortunately, in the past three days, we have
found ourselves sidelined, unable to engage meaningfully in the discussions. Almost
begging to have the floor during the plenaries.

We urge negotiators to put human health and well-being above economic interests. Now is
the time to act for future generations, ensuring a safer and healthier world for all.

The wellbeing of girls and women around the world and future generations depend on a
clean and healthy environment, depends on your efforts to ensure a strong, human-rights
based, gender-transformative, global treaty!



