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The South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) reaffirms its strong support for 

the ongoing negotiations toward a Global Treaty to End Plastic Pollution. We recognize the 

urgency of addressing plastic pollution as one of the defining environmental challenges of our 

time and commend the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) for its inclusive and 

consensus-driven approach. We particularly welcome the Treaty’s emphasis on a just 

transition and science-based policymaking, which are essential to ensuring equitable and 

effective outcomes for all. 

 

South Asian countries stand united in their commitment to a legally binding instrument that 

is ambitious in scope yet grounded in flexibility respecting national circumstances and 

capabilities. We advocate for nationally determined measures that reflect the principle of 

common but differentiated responsibilities. This approach allows countries to tailor their 

actions to their unique socio-economic contexts, development priorities, and capacities, 

ensuring that ambition is matched with practicality and fairness. 

 

In line with our regional priorities, we emphasize the importance of environmentally sound 

management of plastic waste, the remediation of legacy pollution, extended producer 

responsibility, and the promotion of circular economy principles. To ensure the successful 

implementation of the Treaty, we strongly urge the establishment of a dedicated financial 

mechanism. This mechanism must provide predictable, accessible, and additional resources 

to support capacity-building, infrastructure development, and technology transfer in 

developing countries. Without robust financial and technical support, the goals of the Treaty 

risk remaining aspirational. 

 

SACEP remains committed to fostering regional cooperation and supporting its Member 

States in aligning national efforts with global objectives. We stand ready to facilitate 

harmonization of action plans, knowledge exchange, and regional monitoring frameworks, 

and to serve as a strategic partner in the implementation of the Treaty. 

 

We call upon all parties to uphold the principles of equity, inclusivity, and shared responsibility 

as we move toward a future free from plastic pollution. 

 

SACEP is an accredited intergovernmental organization (IGO) to the INC, participating as an 

observer. It represents eight South Asian countries – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka – a region significantly affected by plastic pollution, 

climate change, and other pressing environmental challenges. 


