Women’s Working Group on ending plastics pollution - Open Plenary

Thank you for the floor Ms Chair,

I'm Dalia Marquez, from Juventud Unida en Accion and I'm Speaking on behalf of the
Women's Working Group on ending plastic pollution.

Our position stresses the urgent need to reduce the production and consumption of
primary plastic polymers, as well as the harmful chemicals found in plastics and
recycled products.

It is crucial that we strengthen human rights language, particularly the right to a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment, as well as the right to science and the right to
know. Transparency and traceability should be applied comprehensively across the
entire lifecycle of plastics, including information on production volumes and on
chemicals in plastics products and materials..

The health impacts of plastics are severe, therefore we welcome the mention of health
in article 1 of the non-paper, however plastics and their toxic chemicals pose
disproportionate risks to women's reproductive health. Women and girls are
disproportionately affected by plastic pollution, therefore we want to express our
concerns about the lack of mention of gender equality and women'’s rights in the non-
paper and the necessity to include it in the preamble as well as Indigenous People.

Plastics pollution and endocrine disruptors on products is gender based violence.

We call for clear, global and legally binding measures in the treaty to reduce plastic
production, ban hazardous chemicals and microplastics, and promote design criteria
that minimize harmful substances while encouraging reuse and repair.

The participation of rights holders in the development, implementation, review, and
update of the National Plans must be made mandatory.

The treaty must be guided by the precautionary principle when dealing with scientific
uncertainty.

The establishment of a dedicated financial mechanism is needed, to support
implementation, capacity building, and a just transition.

Finally, we call for a clear definition of scope as the full life cycle of plastics from
extraction to end of life, in line with the objective.



We urge you to prioritize health, transparency, gender dimension, including gender
disaggregated data, and inclusivity in the decision for a robust treaty that safeguards
future generations from the harmful effects of plastic pollution.

Thank you,



