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Note by the secretariat

1. Since the closure of the sixth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Committee of Permanent Representatives to
UNERP has held six quarterly meetings. At each of those meetings, the Committee has considered a
written report of the Executive Director of UNEP and engaged in an exchange of views with the
Executive Director. In the lead-up to the seventh session of the Environment Assembly, the
Committee is expected to hold one further meeting, on 24 November 2025. The Committee will
consider the preparations for the seventh session of the Environment Assembly. The present note
provides information on the matters considered at each of the six meetings held, as well as at the
annual meetings of the subcommittee of the Committee.

2. At its 166th meeting, on 13 June 2024, the Committee was briefed on the assessment of and
lessons learned from the sixth session of the Environment Assembly, including the outcomes of the
informal exchanges held on 4 and 10 June 2024.! The Committee agreed that those inputs would be
further considered and finalized at its eleventh annual subcommittee meeting.? The Committee
adopted decision 166/1, on recommendations of the Committee of Permanent Representatives at its
166th meeting, as set out in the annex to the minutes of the meeting (UNEP/CPR/167/2).

3. At its 167th meeting, on 12 September 2024, the Committee considered a draft road map for
the development of the UNEP medium-term strategy for the period 20262029 and programme of

work and budget for the biennium 20262027 (UNEP/CPR/167/5), and relevant evaluation reports and

audits. The Committee adopted the Chair’s summary of the eleventh annual subcommittee meeting.’
The Committee also adopted decision 167/1, on recommendations of the Committee of Permanent
Representatives at its 167th meeting on lessons learned from the sixth session of the Environment
Assembly, and decision 167/2, on improving the identification, formulation and recording of decisions
and conclusions of the Committee of Permanent Representatives, as set out in the annex to the minutes
of the meeting (UNEP/CPR/168/2).
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* UNEP/EA.7/1.
! See www.unep.org/events/cpr-quarterly-meetings/166th-meeting-committee-permanent-representatives.

2 See www.unep.org/events/annual-subcommittee-cpr/11th-annual-subcommittee-meeting-committee-permanent-
representatives.

3 See www.unep.org/events/cpr-quarterly-meetings/167th-meeting-committee-permanent-representatives.
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4. At its 168th meeting, on 17 December 2024, the Committee considered an update on the
ongoing work on the development of the draft medium-term strategy for the period 2026-2029 and the
draft programme of work and budget for the period 2026-2027, including an update on the road map,
a synthesis of themes emerging from the informal dialogues held with Member States in October
2024, and a presentation of the budget envelope options for the draft programme of work and budget
for the period 2026-2027. The Committee considered the preparations for the upcoming seventh
session of the Environment Assembly, and deferred its consideration of agenda item 7, on
consideration of relevant evaluation reports and audits, to a subcommittee meeting to be held prior to
the 169th meeting of the Committee.* The Committee adopted decision 168/1, on recommendations of
the Committee of Permanent Representatives at its eleventh annual subcommittee meeting, and
decision 168/2, on recommendations of the Committee of Permanent Representatives at its 168th
quarterly meeting, as set out in the annexes to the minutes of the meeting (UNEP/CPR/169/2).

5. At its 169th meeting, on 20 March 2025, the Committee was briefed on the ongoing work on
the development of the draft medium-term strategy for the period 2026—2029 and the draft programme
of work and budget for the period 20262027, including the key messages emerging from the informal
dialogues held in November and December 2024 and in January 2025 with major groups and other
stakeholders, the private sector and the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements, as well
as a presentation of the draft annotated outlines of both the medium-term strategy and the programme
of work. The Committee deferred its consideration of agenda item 6, on preparations for the seventh
session of the Environment Assembly, to the subcommittee meeting on 22 April 2025; and of agenda
item 7, on consideration of relevant evaluation reports and audits, to the 170th meeting, held on

24 June 2025. The Committee also deferred its consideration of the draft recommendations proposed
by members of the Committee at subcommittee meetings, as contained in a non-paper dated 18 March
2025, to a subsequent subcommittee meeting to be held prior to the 170th meeting of the Committee.>

6. At its 170th meeting, on 24 June 2025, the Committee elected a chair, two vice-chairs and a
rapporteur to serve for two years, from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2027. The Committee deferred the
election of a vice-chair from the Latin American and Caribbean States. The Committee was briefed on
the development of the draft medium-term strategy for the period 2026—2029 and the draft programme
of work and budget for the period 20262027 and considered relevant evaluation reports and audits.
The Committee postponed its consideration of the draft recommendations proposed by members of the
Committee at its subcommittee meetings, as contained in document UNEA/CPR/170/L.2, to its 171st
meeting.®

7. At its 171st meeting, on 16 September 2025, the Committee elected the remaining vice-chair
of the Committee for a term beginning on the date of election and ending on 30 June 2027. The
Committee was briefed on the development of the draft medium-term strategy for the period
2026-2029 and the draft programme of work and budget for the period 2026-2027, and considered
relevant evaluation reports and audits, including the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the review
of management and administration in UNEP. The Committee deferred its consideration of agenda item
9, on preparations for the seventh session of the Environment Assembly, to the subcommittee meeting
held on 18 September 2025.7 The Committee adopted the draft recommendations set out in documents
UNEP/CPR/171/L.2, UNEP/CPR/171/L.3 and UNEP/CPR/171/L.4/Rev.1. The Committee also took
note of the Chair’s summary of the twelfth annual subcommittee meeting.

8. The Committee held its eleventh and twelfth annual subcommittee meetings from 8 to 12
July 20248 and 1 to 5 September 2025,° respectively. At those meetings, the Committee considered,
among other matters, the draft medium-term strategy for the period 20262029 and the draft
programme of work and budget for the period 20262027, and the status of preparations for the
seventh session of the Environment Assembly.

9. At the seventh meeting of the Open-ended Committee of Permanent Representatives, which
took place from 1-5 December 2025, the Committee agreed on its organization of work; consulted on
the programmatic and budgetary matters; the contributions of the Environmental Assembly to the

4 See www.unep.org/events/cpr-quarterly-meetings/168th-meeting-committee-permanent-representatives.

5 See www.unep.org/events/cpr-quarterly-meetings/169th-meeting-committee-permanent-representatives.

¢ See www.unep.org/events/cpr-quarterly-meetings/1 70th-meeting-committee-permanent-representatives.

7 See www.unep.org/events/cpr-quarterly-meetings/17 1 st-meeting-committee-permanent-representatives.

8 See www.unep.org/events/annual-subcommittee-cpr/11th-annual-subcommittee-meeting-committee-permanent-
representatives.
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meetings of the high-level political forum on sustainable development, and the preparation of
decisions and outcomes of the UNEA-7.

10. At its 2" plenary meeting of the session, on 1 December, the Committee, under agenda item 3
entitled “Implementation of resolutions and decisions adopted by the Environment Assembly”,
considered and took note of the following reports of the Executive Director, issued in accordance with
previous resolutions and decisions of the Environment Assembly:

11. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in advancing sustainable solutions for a
resilient planet: part [ (UNEP/EA.7/2(1)).

12. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in advancing sustainable solutions for a
resilient planet: part II (UNEP/EA.7/2(11)).

13. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 5/8 on
science-policy panel to contribute further to the sound management of chemicals and waste and to
prevent pollution (UNEP/EA.7/6).

14. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/1 on
circularity of a resilient, low-carbon sugar cane agro-industry (UNEP/EA.7/7).

15. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/3 on
enhancing the role and viability of regional forums of environment ministers and United Nations
Environment Programme regional offices in achieving multilateral cooperation in tackling
environmental challenges (UNEP/EA.7/8).

16. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/4 on
promoting synergies, cooperation or collaboration for national implementation of multilateral
environmental agreements and other relevant environmental instruments and on the progress in the
implementation of resolution 6/6 on fostering national action to address global environmental
challenges through increased cooperation between the United Nations Environment Assembly, the
United Nations Environment Programme and multilateral environmental agreements (UNEP/EA.7/9).

17. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/5 on
environmental aspects of minerals and metals ( UNEP/EA.7/10 ).

18. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/7 on
combating sand and dust storms (UNEP/EA.7/11).

19. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/8 on
promoting sustainable lifestyles.(UNEP/EA.7/12).

20. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/9 on
sound management of chemicals and waste to address lead, cadmium, arsenic and organotins
(UNEP/EA.7/13).

21. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/9 on
sound management of chemicals and waste (UNEP/EA.7/14).

22. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/10 on
promoting regional cooperation on air pollution to improve air quality globally. (UNEP/EA.7/15).

23. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/11 on
highly hazardous pesticides. (UNEP/EA.7/16).

24. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in implementing resolution 6/12 on
environmental assistance and recovery in areas affected by armed conflict ( UNEP/EA.7/17).

25. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/13 on
effective and inclusive solutions for strengthening water policies to achieve sustainable development
in the context of climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution. (UNEP/EA.7/18).

26. Report of the Executive Director on the progress in the implementation of resolution 6/14 on
strengthening international efforts to combat desertification and land degradation, restore degraded
land, promote land conservation and sustainable land management, contribute to land degradation
neutrality, and enhance drought resilience. ( UNEP/EA.7/19). Report of the Executive Director on the
progress in the implementation of resolution 6/15 on strengthening ocean efforts to tackle climate
change, marine biodiversity loss and pollution. (UNEP/EA.7/20).

27. At its 1 plenary meeting, the Committee, under agenda item 5, entitled “Contributions of the
United Nations Environment Assembly to the meetings of the high-level political forum on sustainable
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development”, recalled that the Environment Assembly, in its resolution 3/3, decided to provide timely
substantive input to the annual meetings of the high-level political forum, including during the
intersessional period between sessions of the Assembly; and that the input would be prepared by the
Executive Director or the secretariat of UNEP, under the guidance of the President of the Assembly, in
consultation with and for consideration by the Committee of Permanent Representatives. The
Committee agreed that no further action was required on that matter.

28. At its 4" plenary meeting, on 5 December, Chair informed the Committee that the Assembly
would consider the final version of the draft ministerial declaration at its closing plenary meeting on
Friday, 12 December 2025.

29. The Committee considered 15 draft resolutions and 3 draft decisions.

30. At its 3" plenary meeting, on 3 December, the Committee agreed to transmit the draft decision
on the management of trust funds and earmarked contributions to the Environment Assembly for
adoption at its seventh session (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.3).

31. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 5 December, the Committee agreed to transmit the latest
available versions of two draft decisions and fifteen draft resolutions to the Environment Assembly for
their finalization during its seventh session:

32. Draft decision entitled “Provisional agenda, dates and venue of UNEA-8”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.3).

33. Draft decision entitled “Medium-term strategy for the period 2026-2029 and programme of
work and budget for the biennium 2026-2027” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.4).

34. Draft resolution entitled “Accelerating global action to promote the climate resilience of coral
reefs” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.5).

35. Draft resolution entitled “Karst ecosystem for global water, biodiversity, climate resilience,
and economic development” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.6).

36. Draft resolution entitled “Preservation of glaciers and the broader cryosphere”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.7).

37. Draft resolution entitled “Active protection of deep-sea ecosystems” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.8).

38. Draft resolution entitled “Enhancing the meaningful participation of children and youth in
environmental governance” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.9).

39. Draft resolution entitled “Promoting sustainable solutions through sport for a resilient planet”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.10).

40. Draft resolution entitled “Environmental dimensions of antimicrobial resistance”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.11).

41. Draft resolution entitled “Sound management of chemicals and waste”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.12).

42. Draft resolution entitled “Strengthening global response on the management of fires”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.13).

43. Draft resolution entitled “Environmental sustainability of artificial intelligence systems”
(UNEP/OECPR.7/L.14).

44. Draft resolution entitled “Strengthening global response on the massive influx of sargassum
seaweed blooms” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.15).

45. Draft resolution entitled “Enhancing international response to address crimes that affect the
environment” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.16).

46. Draft resolution entitled “Advancing Options for International Instruments on the
Environmentally Sound Management of Minerals and Metals and guidance for mineral resources
circularity” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.17).

47. Draft resolution entitled “Strengthening the role of the United Nations Environment
Programme Headquarters in Nairobi to address environmental challenges and enhance multilateral
cooperation to address effective multilateral governance” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.18).

48. Draft resolution entitled “Maximizing existing resources through enhanced coherence and
synergies in multilateral environmental agreements and implementation” (UNEP/OECPR.7/L.20).
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49. The Committee also decided to transmit several non-papers with the streamlined preambular
paragraphs of the draft resolutions to the Assembly given that insufficient time remained for
consultations in the working groups and that the non-papers would be used as the basis for negotiations
concerning such paragraphs by the Assembly at its seventh session, on the understanding that
delegations could introduce additional text.

50. The Committee further decided that the non-paper on the operative paragraphs 3 and 4 of the
draft resolution entitled “Strengthening global response on the massive influx of sargassum seaweed
blooms” discussed in informal informal consultations held on 5 December, would be transmitted to the
Environment Assembly, to be used as the basis for negotiations on those two operative paragraphs, on
the understanding that delegations can introduce additional text. The Committee decided that the non-
paper on the operative paragraphs of the draft resolution entitled “Advancing options for international
instruments on the environmentally sound management of minerals and metals and guidance for mineral
resources circularity”, submitted by Colombia, be availed and transmitted ahead of the start of the
seventh session of the Environment Assembly and used as the basis for negotiations on the operative
paragraphs, on the understanding that delegations can introduce additional text.




